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The Industrial Revolution Questions 

1. Draw four lines to match each event with the impact it had on Britain. 

There was a vast improvement in 
transport links. 

 
Factories could now be built in 

places away from water. 

James Watt perfected the design of 
the steam engine. 

 
Cotton could now be turned into 

cloth far quicker. 

The spinning jenny was invented.  
Children who worked in facotires 

were given two hours of schooling. 

The government introduced a 
Factor Act. 

 
Produce could be transported across 
the country at a far greater speed. 

 

2. During the Industrial Revolution, why did houses have to be built so quickly? Tick 

one. 

 because the builders were needed for other jobs 

 because there were lots more people needing houses 

 because children were now working in the factories 

 because giant factories were being built over the old houses 

 

3. Look at the first paragraph. Find and copy one word which means the same as 

‘mainly’. 

 

4. Name one factor which led to the Industrial Revolution’s success. 

 

5. Fill in the missing words. 

Children between the ages of _____ and _____ could work for up to nine hour’s 

per day. 

 

6. The government’s Factory Act gave working children two hours of schooling each 

day. Do you think that this was fair? Explain your answer.  

 

7. During the Industrial Revolution, many jobs that were usually completed by 

people bgan to be completed by machines instread. How do you think this made 

people feel? Explain your answer.  

 

8. Would you like to have lived during the Industrial Revolution? Tick one. 

Yes   No 

Explain your answer fully using references from the text.  
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9. What similarities are there between life during the Industrial Revolution and life 

today?  

 

10. Explain how the government’s Factory Act could have changed to further improve 

the lives of children.  
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The Industrial Revolution Answers 
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VE Day Questions 

1. Which negative words have been used to describe some of the effects of the 

fighting in Europe? 

2. What prompted the German surrender, and why do you think this was? 

3. Explain what it means when it says the bell ringers were ‘put on stand-by’? 

4. What were some of the lasting effects on Britain, from the way? 

5. Explain how Stalin affected Churchill? 

6. What word has been used that means ‘unplanned’, and how does it relate to the 

sentence it is used in? 

7. Explain what the paragraph in italics is all about. 

8. Why do you think it is unusual that the princesses ‘mingled with the crowd’? 

9. What two things did Churchill do on VE Day? 

10. How do you think people felt on the 9th May? Explain your thoughts. 
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VE Day Answers 



Year 6 Reading 
 

The D-Day Landings 

On 6 June 1944, a military force of thousands descended on France, in a desperate and 
determined attempt to stop Adolf Hitler and his Nazi troops from Winning World War 
ll. The dictator and his army had already invaded and taken over huge areas of Europe. 

The Normandy landings, later called the ‘D-Day’ landings, were a pivotal event in World 
War II and began a sustained attack that lasted for a total of 11 months. The operation, 
which was codenamed Overlord, involved a huge amount of planning and deception. 
It undoubtedly had a major impact on the outcome of the war.  

Why was the day of the landings called ‘D-Day'? 

Strangely, the ‘D' in ‘D-Day' just standards for 'Day'. In this campaign, the army 
referred to the date of attack as ‘D-Day’ and the time of attack as ‘H-Hour', simply to 
prevent the actual details of the plan from falling into enemy hands. They referred to 
the days and hours around D-Day and H-Hour using pluses and minuses: for example, 
the day after D-Day was ‘D+1’, and three hours before the attack was ‘H-3’ 
 

How did the landings start? 

The D-Day landings were carried out five years after World War Il began. The Nazi army 
had assembled on the Normandy coastline, in northern France, but would soon encounter 
the Allied forces of Britain, America and Canada. 

The initial wave of attacks on the Nazi forces involved planes and warships targeting 
their positions along the French coastline, in a bid to damage their defences and make 
it easier for troops to arrive by sea. At the same time, paratroopers descended from 
planes behind enemy lines. Their aim was to destroy key targets and capture bridges 
and roads, in order to support the entry of troops from the sea and prevent the Nazi 
forces from being able to move around easily. During this time, it is thought that 
dummies were dropped from planes in an effort to confuse the Nazis and create panic 
amongst their troops. 

Early on the morning of 6 June, at around 6.30 am, Allied troops began to land along an 
80 kilometre stretch of beach bordering Normandy in northern France. It is thought that 
a total of 156,000 troops had arrived in Normandy by the end of D-Day and that nearly 
7,000 vessels were involved in the mission. 
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What happened during the battle? 

The D-Day fighting took place mainly on five beaches in Normandy which were 
codenamed Juno, Gold, Omaha, Sword and Utah. The number of soldiers injured and 
killed varied from beach to beach. The heaviest fighting occurred on Omaha beach, on 
which American troops landed. In the ferocious fighting, many of the American soldiers 
lost their lives — but eventually the beach was taken. By the end of the day, the Allies 
had secured a foothold along the coast and were able to advance further into France. 

In total, it is thought that the Allied forces suffered around 10,000 casualties that day, 
including both the injured and the killed. In the months that led up to the invasion, 
thousands of aircrew also lost their lives in missions linked to the operation. Although 
exact numbers are not known, it is believed that between 4,000 and 9,000 Nazi soldiers 
were killed in the fighting on 6 June. 

 

 

What happened after D-Day? 

Following the initial invasion, the first wave of troops pressed further inland, allowing 
more and more Allied troops to arrive in France. The determined attack saw many of the 
Nazi soldiers being captured or forced to retreat by the Allied troops. By the end of August 
1944 — less than three months after the D-Day operation — the Nazis were retreating 
out of France. 

The war did not end immediately, but the D-Day operation had a significant impact on 
the Nazi forces' through Europe. The war finally ended in Europe when the Nazi forces 
surrendered on 7th May 1945. 

How is D-Day remembered? 

Since 2007, the annual Normandy D-Day Festival has commemorated the arrival of the 
Allied forces and remembered the soldiers who died during the attack. Parachute 
landings, musical firework displays, picnics, parades and concerts all take place as part 
of the festival. 

Significant world leaders, including Barack Obama and Queen Elizabeth II of England, 
have attended ceremonies paying tribute to the fallen soldiers. They commemorate those 
from across the world who bravely fought and sacrificed their lives trying to bring World 
War II to an end and to re-establish peace across Europe. 
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D-Day Landings - Matching 

Draw a line to match the information, using the text to help you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

paratroopers  D-Day operation codename 

American troops  attended tributes 

Overlord  landed on Omaha beach 

Barack Obama  landed behind enemy lines 

   

10,000  casualties 

nearly 7,000  Omaha beach 

five  vessels 

heaviest fighting  beaches 

   

Nazi surrender  around 6.30am 

D-Day  6 June 1944 

D-Day invasion began  7 May 1945 

Normandy commemorations  Since 2007 



Year 6 Reading 
 

D-Day Landings - Label 
Label the information with the correct date, place or name. 

 

the five beaches of Normandy  

D-Day operation codename  

military force of thousands descended on  

pivotal event in World War Il  

 

 

the time that D-Day began 
 

length of the beach of Normandy 
 

number of German troops killed 
 

date the Nazis surrendered 
 

number of beaches involved 
 

D-Day date 
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The D-Day Landings – Fill in the Gap 

Read the sentences and choose the correct word or words to fill the gap. 

Early on the morning of 6 June at around 6.30 am, Allied troops began to land along an 
80 kilometre stretch of beach bordering __________________________ in northern 
France. 

The war finally ended in Europe when the Nazi forces surrendered on ____________ 

1945. 

By the end of August 1944 - less than three months after the D-Day operation — the 

Nazis were retreating out of ___________________________. 

At the same time, ____________________ descended from planes behind enemy 
lines. 
The operation, which was codenamed ____________ involved a huge amount of 
planning and deception. It undoubtedly had a major impact on the outcome of the war. 

The determined attack saw many of the Nazi soldiers being ____________ or forced to 
retreat by the Allied troops. 

The Normandy landings, later called the ______________, were a pivotal event in 
World War II and began a sustained attack that lasted for a total of 11 months. 

In total, it is thought that the Allied forces suffered around ______________ that day, 
including both the injured and the killed. 

During this time, it is thought that ______________ were dropped from planes in an 
effort to confuse the Nazis and create panic amongst their troops. 

The Nazi army had assembled on the Normandy coastline, in northern France, but 
would soon encounter the Allied forces of Britain, America and __________.  

On 6th June 1944, a military force of thousands descended on France, in a desperate 
and determined attempt to stop _________________ and his Nazi troops from 
winning World War ll. 

The initial wave of attacks on the Nazi forces involved planes and warships targeting 
their positions along the French ________________ in a bid to damage their defences 
and make it easier for troops to arrive by sea.  

The D-Day fighting took place mainly on five beaches in Normandy, which were 
codenamed _________________ Gold, Omaha, Sword and Utah. 

The dictator and his army had already invaded and taken over huge areas of 
_______________.   
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Although exact numbers are not known, it is believed that between 4,000 and 9,000 
Nazi soldiers were killed in the fighting on _______________.  
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KS2 Reading Assessment Texts and Questions 

 

Ice Fishing 

(pages 1-4) 

 

 

Sea Unicorn 

(page 5) 

 

 

The Arctic 

(pages 6-9) 
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Reading Test Instructions 

 

You may break this up into 3 20 minute sessions if you would prefer, but please work 

through the booklet and questions at your own pace.  
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Mark Scheme 

Section 1: Ice Fishing 
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Section 2: The Sea Unicorn 

 

 

 

 



Year 6 Reading 
 

 



Year 6 Reading 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 6 Reading 
 

Section 3: The Arctic 
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Little Boy Blue by Eugene Field 

 

 

1. What do you think the toy soldier is made from? 

 
2. List two ways the poet has shown that the toys are very precious to "Little Boy 

Blue? 
 

3. Tick true or false in the following table: 

 True False 
The little toy dog holds 
musket. 

  

The toys are sitting on a little 
chair. 

  

Little Boy Blue slept in 
trundle-bed. 

  

 

4. Looking through the content of the whole poem, why have the toys waited years 

in the same old place? 
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Little Boy Blue by Eugene Field: Answers 
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Tornado Alley 

 

1. ‘If debris affects your ability to drive... ' 

Which word or phrase is closest in meaning to the word 'debris'? 

vision  dust fragments         vibration        The storm’s strength  

 

2. Tick true or false in the following table: 

 True False 

Warm, moist air flows from Canada towards Tornado Alley.   

Tornados can last up to one hour.   

You should never drive during a tornado.   

Super -cells are a type of violent .thunderstorm.   

 

3. Why does the text advise you to find a room without windows during a tornado? 

4. What is the main message of the second and third paragraphs? Tick one.  

People should evacuate to a different town when a tornado is approaching.         
Tornadoes are rotating columns of air.           
People can take several precautions to keep themselves safe during a tornado.           
Tornadoes are extremely dangerous natural hazards.        
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Tornado Alley: Answers  
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Nian: The Monster of Lunar New Year 

 

 

1. Find and copy the word that tells you that the old traveller is feeling weak and 

exhausted. 

 

2. Why are the first two people that the old traveller speaks to unwilling to help 

him? 

 

3. Why do you think that the old woman decided to help the old traveller? 

 

4. ‘The old man smiled to himself. He knew how to repay the old woman’s kindness’  

What do you think the old man is thinking of doing? 
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Nian: The Monster of Lunar New Year Answers 
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The Grey House 

It was an intensely hot July day; not a cloud appeared in the high blue 
vault of the sky. The trees, flowers and grass were all motionless for not 
even the gentlest breeze lingered in the air. The world had lapsed into a 
drowsy, warm slumber; even the birds had ceased singing and nestled 

their-way onto the most shaded branches of the great forest trees. There they sat and 
talked to one another about the glorious weather - they liked the heat although it made 
them too lazy to sing. 

From the tops of the trees, had anyone been energetic enough to climb up there, wisps of 
white smoke could be seen dancing in the air, proceeding from the kitchen chimneys of a 
square-built grey house The house was almost completely covered with vines. Pigeons 

were cooing from the rafters and several dogs were lying flat out in the shade cast by 
structure but, as far as human life was concerned, the whole place looked absolutely 
deserted. 

 

1. Find and copy three phrases from the first paragraph which support the idea that 

the world is asleep. 

2. ‘…not a cloud appeared in the high blue vault of the sky…’ 

What does the phrase suggest about the sky? 

3. Find and copy an example of personification from the text and explain how it 

contributes to meaning. 

4. Look at the second paragraph of the extract.  

List two impressions you are given about the house.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 6 Reading 
 

The Grey House Answers 
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Romulus and Remus 

This legend tells the story of the baby twins Romulus and Remus. According to the 
legend, one of the twins eventually became the creator of Rome, the capital city of 
Italy. 

The twins were little princes, born of royal blood. After their birth, or so the story 
tells us, they were cast adrift on the River Tiber by their jealous uncle, who wanted 
kingship for himself. They were spotted and saved by a she-wolf, who looked after 
them, nursed and nuzzled them and kept them safe and warm until they were 
discovered by a shepherd. Although they were brought up as humble shepherds, 
the twins grew up to be natural leaders - strong, bold and with  lots of followers. 
As adults, they found out they were actually princes. 

Having discovered their true identity, they decided to create a new city for 
themselves. 
Unable to decide where to build their new city, they looked to the gods for signs. 
Romulus stood on one hill and Remus on another. A circle of birds flew over 
Romulus. Romulus took this as a signal from the gods that he should be king. 
Remus disagreed. They argued about which one of them was to rule the new city 
and give it his name. A terrible fight followed in which Romulus killed Remus. 
Romulus ruled the new city, named Rome in his honour. 
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Romulus and Remus Questions 

1. Number the following statements (1 - 6) to show the order in which they 
happened in the legend. 
The first one has been done for you. 

  

The twins fought and one died. 

 

The twins were left floating on the 
River Tiber. 

 

The city of Rome as named. 

 

A wolf rescued the twins. 

 

The twins were born. 

 

A shepherd looked after the twins. 

 
 

1 mark 

2. Look at the paragraph beginning: The twins were little princes or so the  
story tells us... 

What does this expression suggest to the reader? 

The writer... 

   Tick one. 

does not know all the details 
 

thinks it is an amusing story. 
 

is saying it is true. 
 

is not sure if it is true. 
 

1 mark 
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3. The wolf in Romulus and Remus is caring and gentle. 

Find and copy three words which give this idea. 

1. _______________________________ 

2. _______________________________ 

3. _______________________________ 
2 marks 

4. The twins disagreed over many things. 

Write down three things about which they disagreed. 

1. ___________________________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________________________ 
2 marks 
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Romulus and Remus Mark scheme 

1.       Award 1 mark for: 

  

The twins fought and one died.  

The twins were left floating on the River Tiber.  

The city of Rome as named.  

A wolf rescued the twins.  

The twins were born.  

A shepherd looked after the twins.  

1 mark 

2.       Award 1 mark for correct box ticked. 

The writer... 

does not know all the details.  

thinks it is an amusing story.  

is saying it is true.  

is not sure if it is true.  

1 mark 

3.       Award 2 marks for any three of the acceptable words. 
Award 1 mark for any two of the acceptable words. 

Acceptable words: 

•        nursed 

•        nuzzled 

•        (kept them) safe 

•        warm 

•        saved. 

Also accept: 

•        looked after (them). 
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Up to 2 marks 

4.       Award 2 marks for three acceptable points. 
Award 1 mark for two acceptable points. 

•        where to build the city / on which hill 

•        whether the circling birds were a divine signal / what the circling birds 
meant 

•        who was to be king / ruler 

•        the name of the city. 

Up to 2 marks 
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WHEN YOU GROW UP… 

… what will the world be like? Scientists and thinkers have 
puzzled over that question. Hundreds of years ago, writers 
imagined a future where people lived easy lives, doing what 
they wanted to, buying what they wanted without money. 
 
Before you were born, scientists predicted that the earth 
would soon be covered in ice. Others predicted that the ice 
would all melt. 
 
Those predictions did not come to pass. The truth is that the 
future is a mystery. And here’s the exciting part: You will live 
there one day! 
 

When you are a grown-up, what will life be like? No one can be sure, but many very 
smart people have some interesting ideas. 
 
3D PRINTED FOOD 
 
Feel like a pizza? Print one! Yes, in the future, when you need to feed your kids, you 
might cook up a pizza on a 3D printer. NASA is currently experimenting with 3D food 
printers to use in space. 
 
Here on earth, 3D printers are already being used, but they are very expensive and don’t 
prepare a lot of different foods. By the time you are a grown-up, 3D food printers will be 
as common as microwave ovens. And you’ll be able to add extra cheese. 
 
YOUR HOME WILL BE YOUR DOCTOR 
 
Paying for health care is expensive. When you grow up, you will pay taxes to pay for 
that care. To help keep costs low, your home will be filled with tools that keep an eye on 
your health. Your toothbrush will test your saliva. Your toilet will test your, ahem, 
deposits. 
 
Of course, your watch will also tell you how your heart is doing. All of this testing will 
help find health problems before they become too serious. They will tell you when you 
need to see a human doctor and when you just need to take a breath and relax. 
 
WHEN YOU DO NEED A DOCTOR 
 
In the future, you might get treated by tiny robots or a robot suit. 
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Nanotechnology is, simply put, using very tiny particles to do a job. For example, some 
sunscreens use nanoparticles to protect your skin. In the future, doctors will be able to 
use these wee little particles to make machines that treat disease or fix wounds. Other 
types of treatment are big. 
 
Right now, doctors are creating mechanical suits that can act like legs or arms. People 
who have spine injuries will be able to move the suit just by thinking. Soldiers injured in 
war or kids damaged in accidents will finally be able to stand, walk or even play soccer. 
 
HEADING TO THE FARM—IN AN ELEVATOR 
 
As an adult, you might decide to be a farmer. You don’t go to the field in a truck—you 
take an elevator. That’s because farms are being created in high-rise buildings. 
Some crops are grown on the side of the building. This is called “vertical farming” and 
people are doing it now. From vegetables to meat, almost any food can be grown inside 
these buildings. 
 
If you want to be a farmer, you better get used to heights. 
 
THE HARDEST PART OF THE FUTURE? 
 
Being Human. 
 
Technology is great. Everyone has a phone that connects them to friends and facts and 
fun games. All that technology is causing problems. Kids and adults alike find it hard to 
visit face-to-face. 
 
People who get along using text messages can feel awkward when they try to meet in 
person. In the “old days,” men and women fell in love by meeting and getting to know 
one another. Now, adults go through lists of information to learn about a person they 
like.  
 
Also, too much technology can make thinking harder. In the future, you could find life a 
struggle when technology breaks down. You could feel anxious without a phone in your 
hand. 
 
The best way to make sure that you enter the future strong, smart and able to enjoy the 
world is to live in reality. Exercise, visit people, get your parents to show you how to do 
things rather than look it up on your computer. When the future arrives, you’ll be ready 
to make it whatever you want it to be. 
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When You Grow Up… Questions 
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When You Grow Up… Answers 

This mark scheme is a rough guide and is not meant to be definitive. Take some time to 

discuss the answers – if they can explain their answers and back it up with evidence 

from the text then they might just have found something that we didn’t! 

Q1: What will the world be like when you grow up?; What will the world be like when 

you are older? (1 mark) 

Q2: People in the past have been wrong about the future: Scientists and thinkers have 

been puzzled over that question; reference to the fact that life is not as easy as the early 

thinkers had imagined. 

The article is written specifically for children: When you grow up… what will the 

world be like? (1 mark per correct answer for a total of 2 marks) 

Q3: this might happen. (1 mark) 

Q4: Frequently owned; familiar; in everyday ownership/usage; ordinary; widespread (1 

mark) 

Q5: To suggest inventions that may exist for healthcare in the future; to inform the 

reader of inventions that are being created (1 mark) 

Q6: Any two from: Nanotechnology/tiny robots/tiny particles to treat disease/fix 

wounds; robot suit/mechanical suit that can act like legs or arms/for people with spinal 

injuries/for people who have been injured or lost limbs (1 mark per correct answer for a 

total of 2 marks) 

Q7: to help wounded soldiers and for injured children (both needed for 1 mark) 

Q8: and people are doing it now (1 mark) 

Q9: d) Communicate via text message only – shouldn’t do; get enough exercise – should 

do; visit people – should do; look everything up on your computer – shouldn’t do. (1 

mark for the table entirely correct) 

e) to live in reality; to pay attention to the real world (1 mark) 

Q10: rely too much on technology (1 mark) 

Q11: - TAKE OUT – numbered below as if Q11 removed 
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Q11:  

Already happening Will happen in the future 

Doctors are creating mechanical suits 
Vertical farming 
Adults go through lists of information to 
learn about a person they like 
Kids and adults find it hard to visit 
face-to-face 
3D printers are being used to print food 
Your watch tests your heart rate 
Some sunscreens use nanoparticles to 
protect your skin 
People who get along using text 
messages can feel awkward when they 
try to meet in person 

3D printers will be more common and 
produce more food 
Doctors will use nanotechnology to treat 
disease/fix wounds 
Doctors will use mechanical suits for 
people who have had injuries or 
accidents/to replace limbs/that can be 
moved just by thinking 
Your toothbrush will test your saliva 
Your toilet will check your faeces 
Technology will tell you when to see a 
human doctor 
You could find life a struggle when 
technology breaks down 
You could feel anxious without a phone 
in your hand 
Farmers may go to work by elevator/lift 

(3 answers for 1 mark; all 4 answers for 2 marks) 

Q13: In the “old days”; ahem; kids; reference to contractions, e.g don’t; wee; grown-up; 

Feel like a pizza? Print one!; And you’ll be able to add extra cheese (1 mark) 

Q14: Exercise; visit people; get your parents to show you how to do things rather than 

look it up on your computer; live in reality; (if you want to be a farmer) get used to 

heights (1 mark each for a total of 2 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


